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Beyond the Psychometric Assessments: the Evaluation of Patients
with Alzheimer’s Disease

Wen-Fu Wang, Chuan-Ju Wang, and Yao-Ting Huang

Abstract- Alzheimer’s disease is a neurodegenerative illness. The Mini Mental State Examination (MMSE),
Cognitive Abilities Screening Instrument (CASI) and Clinical Dementia Rating (CDR) are applied to assess
whether a person suffers Alzheimer’s disease and determine its severity. There are many confounding fac-
tors within those assessments, medical professionals need to bear in mind the pitfalls when evaluating the
data and the patient.

Key Words: Alzheimer’s disease, mini mental state examination (MMSE), cognitive abilities screening
Instrument (CASI), clinical dementia rating (CDR)

Views & Opinions



71

Acta Neurologica Taiwanica Vol 19 No 1 March 2010

2009 2 17 2009 4 6
2009 7 19

135
E-mail: 111704@cch.org.tw

(Mini Mental

State examination MMSE) (Cognitive Abilities Screening Instrument CASI)

(Clinical Dementia Rating CDR)

Acta Neurol Taiwan 2010;19:70-75

(Mini Mental State

Examination MMSE) (Cognitive

Abilities Screening Instrument CASI)

(Clinical Dementia Rating CDR)

(1-4)

(5,6)

MMSE CASI

MMSE CASI



72

Acta Neurologica Taiwanica Vol 19 No 1 March 2010

( ) (

)

CASI !

(

) (

)

( )

;

(2) 20 30

(

) (3)



73

Acta Neurologica Taiwanica Vol 19 No 1 March 2010

24

(1) (2) 

(3) 

(4) 1~2

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(1) 

(2) 

(1) 

(2) 

( )

(3) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

( )



74

Acta Neurologica Taiwanica Vol 19 No 1 March 2010

(1) 

(2) 

(3)

(4) 

(1) 

(2) 

(

)

Easley Wilcock(7) 2000

98-CCH-IRP-20



75

Acta Neurologica Taiwanica Vol 19 No 1 March 2010

1. Folstein M, Folstein S, Mchugh P. “Mini-mental state”: a

practical method for grading the cognitive state of patients

for the clinician. J Psychiatr Res 1975;12:189-98.

2.

1988;16:52-9.

3. Teng EL, Hasegawa K, Homma A. The Cognitive Abilities

Screening Instrument (CASI): A practical test for cross-cul-

tural epidemiological studies of dementia. Int Psychogeriatr

1994;6:45-58.

4. Lin KN, Wang PN, Liu CY, et al. Cutoff Scores of the

Cognitive Abilities Screening Instrument, Chinese Version

in Screening of Dementia. Dement Geriatr Cogn Disord

2002;14:176-182

5. Hughes CP, Berg L, Danziger WL, et al. A new clinical

scale for the staging of dementia. Br J Psychiatry 1982;

140:566-72. 

6.

2003;12:154-65.

7. Easley R,Wilcock GK.Assessment and differential diagno-

sis of dementia. Dementia. New York: Oxford University

Press, 2000:41-7. 


